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St. Mark's Update
Friday, December 2, 2011


 


Advent II
 


We are at our best when we pray together as a community.  Please --continued
prayers for Pat, Althea, Thom & Beth, Gilbert and their families.  Lord in you
mercy...Hear our prayer.
 


News From the Pews:  We are thankful for the safety of our hunters.  I haven't
heard any good hunting stories this year.  Things were quiet on Elm Valley Road. 
  Thank you to Judy and those who worked in the kitchen for the funeral luncheon
on Tuesday.  Also thank you to all who participated in the "matching gift"
challenge.  As of yesterday's deadline we just went over the $5,000 goal.  Dave
Hathaway will have an exciting "Living Stones" announcement within the next
couple weeks.  Ryan Delaney earned an "A" in Greek.  Our junior Warden has been
doing a lot of work around the church.  When you see him -- give him a pat on the
back.  Fr. Jim Trainor will be presenting at Winchester Academy at 6:30 PM
Monday at the public library.  Fr. Nigel, and Judy Bertling will attend the meeting of
the Diocesan Trustees tomorrow in DePere.  The Audiologist who assisted with our
hearing loop installation will be with us on Sunday.  She will speak with those
interested during the coffee hour.  During Advent we are collecting socks.  Holy
socks -- well holy but no holes.  We need socks to share with the American Red
Cross who distributes them to homeless veterans at King.  Place them in the
container by the Baptismal Font.  This is another of those "...least of these" 
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projects.
Tuesday is St. Nicholas Day.  Don't forget to hang your stocking the night before. 
During Advent pray for all expectant mothers.
 


This Wednesday -- Eucharist 6 PM; soup/salad supper 6:30 PM, and then a
program on "The History of Santa Clause/Saint Nick".  Join us.  The food has been
great and you can't beat the company.
 


Markswomen will meet for an Advent pot luck luncheon on
Tuesday, December 13, at 12 Noon at the home of Kathy Bidwell, 126 Shadow Lake
Drive.  Bring a Christmas memory or tradition to share.  A sign up sheet is in the
parish hall, or call Kathy (715-256-1638).
 
NEWS FROM NASHOTAH -- The countdown continues. So much to learn and
do before the end of the semester and ordination.  Liturgics class is becoming
interesting and complicated. Next time you're at church pay attention to all of
the hand movements Father Nigel does during the communion portion of the
service. Those aren't random, they are very much scripted and precise. We have
been practicing like crazy in class. My "dry mass," when I actually do the liturgy
in front of the professor for a grade, is Tuesday, Dec. 13.  We are to conduct a
complete service, one that is more than just Eucharist, so I have chosen baptism,
and the classmate who will assist me, and I him, has chosen to do a funeral. 
Getting to this part also means selecting music, Bible readings, etc. It's a good
experience. It's the "liturgical aerobics" that are the challenge. Have a blessed
week, Meredyth.
 
Meredyth's Ordination as a Deacon will be here at St. Mark's at 11 AM on
Saturday, December 17.  We are planning a gala reception following the service. 
We need your help.  Sign up sheets are on the table in the parish hall.  Her
classmates from Seminary will be here to sing.  It will be a wonderful day! 
Thanks be to God!
 
A special holiday tradition in Waupaca and also at St. Mark's is a visit from the
Waupaca High School Madrigal Singers.  They will appear in a half Hour
concert at St. Mark's at 6 PM on Wednesday, December 14.  Following the







concert Jane Legault and Sue Harvey will serve a "Loaded Baked Potato" supper. 
Invite your friends and neighbors.  All are welcome.  A free will offering will
benefit the music department at WHS. 
 


Community Christmas Dinner for seniors or anyone alone on the holiday, will be
served at 12 O'clock Noon on Christmas Day at Trinity Lutheran Church.  For
reservations, transportation or meal delivery call Bethany Home at 715-258-5521
by December 19.
 


So you can plan ahead -- Christmas Eve at St. Marks will be Christmas Lessons and
Carols with Eucharist at 5 PM.                  Christmas Morning (Sunday) the Christ-
Mass will be celebrated at 9:30 AM.
 


We are in the final month of the year.  Because of your generosity, our Line of
Credit has been paid off.  We still have, however,  several rather substantial
obligations before year's end.  An interesting phenomena this year is that the last
Sunday of the year is Christmas Day. That doesn't leave much room for catch-up.  If
you will be out of town -- please make every effort to have your year end offerings
reach the church by December 31.  Working together we are confident that we can
end the year in the black.
 


There has been some preliminary conversation about the possibility of an Epiphany
Progressive Dinner on Friday, January 6.  We could use 3, possibly 4, host homes. 
Let me know if you might be interested in hosting and I can give you the info.
 


Are you good with numbers?  Care to volunteer?  CAP Services provides free tax
service to qualifying low income persons and families.  Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance (VITA)  If interested in helping, call Julie Sorenson at 920-647-0978.
 


Those highly sought after St. Mark's Family Calendars highlighting our parish pets,
will be available on Sunday.  We are currently in our third printing.  See Sandy
Sparks.


We are now receiving donations to beautify the Christmas Altar. 
Poinsettia plants may be given in memory of a loved one or in honor of a special







person or event.  Order blanks are in the Sunday bulletin -- or send your donation
along with the pertinent information to the church.  Names and inscriptions will be
printed in the Christmas and New year's bulletins.  Our sanctuary tree has been
donated by Larry and Lynn Craig.  Joana Smocke has donated tree decorations.  We
will decorate the tree and "green" the church a week from Sunday -- December 11.
 


I think that's about it for this week.  I didn't mean to ramble on so.... but there is so
much happening at the little church with the BIG heart.
 


Serving at Worship:  Chalice Bearers, Deacon Bruce and John S. Morgan;  Lectors,
Wayne & Sandy Sparks; Usher, Dave Hathaway; Coffee Hour, Volunteers; Offering
Counters, Ruth Allen and Tina Ellingson, Organist, Deb Anderson, and Altar Guild,
Ruth Allen.
The Evergreens on the Altar are given to the Glory of God by Mary Beckman. 
 


See you in Church:  Choir 8:30 AM.  Holy Eucharist 9:30 AM.
 


Dick Bidwell
Parish Administrator
 


Blessed is the season which engages the whole world in a conspiracy of
love.--Hamilton Wright Mabie


 
Ok -- my parting shot.......What Christmas Carol is this?  abcdefghijkmnopqurstuvwxyz 
First one to hit the return key with the correct answer gets a $5 Dairy Queen Certificate and
the adulation of this e-mail community.  (See, it pays to read all the way to the bottom.)
 
Send me the title of your all time favorite Christmas Carol/Song.  I will print a list on
December 23.
 
 





